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THE DRAMA AND THE STAGE. 
Cuarter II, 

BROOKE, WALLACK, BENNETT, AND ANDERSON.— 
MI‘S VANDENHOFF, MISS ADDISON, MRS. MOWATT, 
AND MISS GLYN. 

We shall this week omit all mention of our 
dramatists, and speak of performers. Mr. 
Brooke was the finest Othello we ever saw, 
certainly above Macready in the part, and of 
course above Phelps. Yet, even when his 
voice seconded his conception, a friend of ours 
observed, “‘ he is but half an Edmund Kean.” 
The estimate we then formed of him was, that 
he was about equal to Charles Kemble, and 
that was something more than good, and a 
little less than great. 

Now, alas! we must class Mr. Brooke 
with our successful failures, (so to speak) and 
rank him somewhere betwixt Vandenhoff and 
Anderson. He is not a man of genius, but 
when he is able to command his voice, he is a 
brilliant, executive tragedian, a man of very 
decided talent, and nothing more. Wallack 
never did anything nearly so fine in Shak- 
spere, as Brooke’s Othello, but he has plenty 
of dash, spirit, and vivacity; therefore he is 
first-rate in melo-drama, good in comedy, and 
more than respectable in tragedy. He has 
the advantage of a gallant bearing, and a com- 
manding figure like Brooke, Of course, 
verging as he on is 60, Mr. Wallack is not so 
good as he was, but in the present dearth of 
talent he is a valuable actor, and second to 
none in genteel comedy. George Bennett 
has much more soul and fire than Wallack in 
tragedy, and in spite of great fault is a trage- 
dian; we are not by any means certain that he 
is not a man of genius, in spite of his bombast 
and want of fine taste; he is generally best in 
good parts, and is sometimes really excellent. 
Mr. Anderson is far above C. Kean. As we 
have said, we think he is to Brooke, what 
Brooke is to Vandenhoff. He has a good 
figure and a strong voice; his chief merit is a 





distinct articulation. We accord to him a po- 
sition as a second-rate actor. And now to 
speak of the ladies. Miss Vandenhoff though 
she may not be in possession of ‘* the vision and 
the faculty divine,” like Rachel, is a good 
actress. Possibly we may one day asser- 
that she is a fine one. There can be no ques- 
tion that she is superior to Miss Addison in 
ease, grace, and finish. The ideality of Miss 
Addison is her chief merit, and this Miss Van- 
denhoff (being in the old school of her art) is 
notremarkablefor. Yet she is not by any means 
merely literal. She has a feeling for poetry, 
and has great taste. Less psychological than 
Helen Faucit, less imagination than Mrs, 
Butler, and less pathetic than Mrs, Kean, 
perhaps she is chiefly remarkable for judgment. 
Passion she posseses, but she never “ tears a 
passion to rags,”’ and could only be appreciated 
by a refined audience. Miss Addison is still 
crude and a great mannerist. She has intel- 
ligence, but is lamentably deficient in those 
qualities for which the leading actress of Drury 
Lane ought to possess; so we must style Miss 
Vandenhoff (in justice) is distinguished for. 
Miss Addison’s physique is not powerful, her 
articulation is indistinct, and she jerks out her 
words too violently. With every good wish 
towards Miss Addison, we cannot do otherwise 
than admonish her of these glaring defects of 
art. Mrs. Mowatt has a greater conception, 
and deep feeling ; she is a pretty woman, and 
a pretty actress. We do not think Mrs. 
Mowatt is ever bad. Her short comings are 
not offensive, and she is sometimes extremely 
pleasing. The only actress, except Mrs. But- 
ler, we have seen touch the sublime is Miss 
Glyn, and we think that she is on a par with 
Miss Faucit, an actress of the beautiful. é The 
inspiration of Miss Glyn is of the very highest 
order. In the height of ideal art if she is 
deficient, there is a soul of something still 
unrevealed, R.W.T.B. 
(To be continued), 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 





HAY MARKET. 

Mr. Buckstone’s new play entitled, ‘* Leap 
Year,” is very successful, although we can- 
not award the author the credit of originality 
as regards the plot, still he has placed the two 
leading characters in such situations as make 
them interesting to the audience and gives 
the actor great scope to develope his abilities. 
Mr. C. Kean’s character is neither more or 
less than Clifford in the ‘‘ Hunchback,” while 
that of Mrs. C. Kean is the Julia of the same 
play. Her struggles between her pride and 
her love, and the victory which the latter 
eventually obtains, were truthfully and charm- 
ingly delineated by her. Mr. Kean played 
the character with propriety, but it is not one 
in which he can be seen to much advantage. 
Mrs. Fitzwilliam had many opportunities of 
winning upon the audience, and acted the Irish 
lady to the life; she divested the character of 
the vulgarity which is too frequently intro- 
duced in such parts, Mr. Buckstone himself 
was the concentratiou of quaint drollery in the 
vain but good-natured little Dimple ; his cour- 
ting scene with Miss O'Leary where the lady 
plays the lover’s part, and the gentleman as- 
sumes the bashful airs of the lady, was prodi- 
giously comic. But we object decidedly to the 
scene where he is brought home in a state of 
intoxication, the dressing him up like a Guy 
Fawkes is bad taste. Mr. Buckstone has 
quite sufficient ability to make a scene of this 
description tell with the audience, without be- 
ing dressed in this absurd and ridiculous man- 
ner ; it is low in the extreme and can only be 
endured by the gallery people at the Victoria. 
Mr. Keeley’s sketch of the feeble, timid ba- 
ronet was excellently conceived and executed ; 
and Mrs. Clifford was superb, in her green 
dress and formidable bonnet, as the tremen- 
dous spinster, who seeks to make a prey of 
Sir Solomon, Nor should we omit Mr. Clark’s 
exceedingly clever little bit of acting in the 
part of the page. The mise en scene of the 
place was excellent. At the fall of the cur- 
tain all the artists engaged in the piece were 
called for ; a similar compliment was paid to 
the author, who came forward and announced 
the comedy for repetition every evening, an an- 
nouncement that was received with vociferous 
approbation. 

SADLER’S WELLS. 

Since our last the beautiful and interesting 

play, “ Colaynos,” has been performed to bril- 








liant audiences. This play is written by an 
American gentleman, and does honour to the 
author; it abounds with refined language, 
while the action and incidents are novel and 
interesting. In the third act Mr. Phelps is 
seen to the greatest advantage, and is called 
for by the audience at its conclusion. The 
other characters by Messrs. Marston, G. K, 
Dickinson, Hoskins, &c., are equally good ; 
while Miss Glyn and Fitzpatrick in their 
respective characters are listened to with every 
attention, and create a strong feeling of en- 
thusiasm throughout their performances. 
OLYMPIC. 


‘“ Fashion” has been repeated every even- 
ing. The performers have warmed into their 
parts, and the entire work goes off with much 
eclat. The brilliancy of the dialogue is highly 
relished, and the many comic sayings are re- 
ceived with shouts of laughter. Ifa comedy 
should be a picture of men and manners, 
surely here is one deserving of the name. 
Grumbling, pseudo critics cannot speak of this 
as a five act farce as they did of “* London 
Assurance,” which, as if to expose their igno- 
rance, turned out one of the most successful 
of modern days. We are happy to find the 
house fully attended, and the large audiences 
thoroughly appreciating the exertions of Da- 
venport, Wigan, Scharf, Johnstone, Herbert, 
Mrs. Marston, Mrs. Wigan, and Fanny Vi- 
ning, who form a phalanx of talent unsur- 
passed at any of our theatres. 

STANDARD. 

A great variety of striking novelties it is 
stated are in preparation; amongst them a 
supernatural nautical drama which it is ex- 
pected will attract the denizens of the East to 
a very great extent. ‘The Pantomime so ad- 
mirably arranged and produced by Mr. Dou- 
glass still fills the house nightly, and will pro- 
bably continue to do so for a month to come, 

BRITANNIA. 

This favorite place of amusement seems to 
go on amazingly well, but no wonder when we 
look at the entertainments produced and the 
way in which they are got up by the indefa- 
tigable lessee. We looked in a few evenings 
since and found the house crammed : the ‘ Hol- 
stein Hussar’ was the first piece, in which 
Messrs. Broughton and Sawford played in an 
amusing manner. The Pantomime of “ Old 
Bogey ” followed; in the representation of 
this pantomime some of the splendid and com- 
pact machinery is better than we have seen for a 
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long time at any of the minor houses. The 
inimitable Mrs. Lane as Magino (a Gnome) 
looked perfection, and her melodious voice 
in several songs rang most deliciously through 
our eats; she is well rewarded for her exer- 
tions by the most vociferous applause. We 
can speak favorably of Mr. Broughton’s con- 
ception of Old Bogey. Smith makes a good 
Harlequin; Stilt’s Clown is too well known to 
need comment from us; Mdlle. Rose is a most 
pleasing Columbine; and Clements a good 
lean and slippered Pantaloon. The drama of 
“Varley the Vulture,” concluded a most 
pleasant evening’s amusement, and we shall 
most assuredly pay another visit here again 
shortly; but let us assure our friends that they 
will not be disappointed when they see “ Old 
Bogey.” 
QUEEN'S. 

We have nothing particular new to notice 
this week, the house continues to be extremely 
well attended, and the pantomime goes off with 
great eclat. We hear that Egerton Wilks’s 
drama of the ‘ Iron Needle” is to be revived 
next week, and doubt not but what it will prove 
attractive. 

DRAMATIC INSTITUTION, 
GOUGH STREET. 

The popular play of ‘ Love's Sacrifice,” 
was performed here, on Friday last, in a man- 
ner that was highly creditable to the amateurs 
who took parts in it. Mr. Danvers, who was 
the Matthew Elnore, sustained the character 
with skill and judgment : all that was wanting 
was a greater depth of feeling; his sorrow 
wanted force, and his bye-play wanted filling 
up to complete the representation ; the Paul 
Lafont of ¥. J. Carter, was very good, and the 
sarcastic touches he gave during the interview 
with Elmore, were nicely in character; these 
line of characters are Mr. Carter’s most suc- 
cessful efforts. Mr. Milford got through S¢. 
Lo very carefully, and his demeanour through- 
out was gentlemanly and appropriate, as was 
Mr. Horn in Eugene de Lorme; Mr. Colliver 
was rather.prosy as the Friar, and wanted a 
little.more expression. Mr. E, Dale improves ; 
his Jean Ruse is the best part we have wit- 
nessed him in;. he was hardly up to the mark 
in the drunken scene ; however, it was better 
than over-acting it. Miss Barnett is so lady- 
like and pretty, that to scrutinise her acting 
seems almost that we do it for the purpose 
of finding fault,; she looked the part extremely 
well, but our opinion is she is seen to greater 





advantage in genteel comedy: her physical 
powers are more suited to chatacters of 
sprightly coquettish raillery than deep thrill- 
ing situations; nevertheless, if she does not 
excel in such parts, she never offends, and is 
always lady-like and interesting. Hermoine, 
was excellently played by Miss Lansdowne ; 
this young lady has now gained confidence and 
acts without restraint ; she is gaining an ele- 
vated position, and ere long will obtain a cha- 
racter amongst the amateurs few can acquire : 
her readings are for the most part very correct, 
and her conception of the characters, she 
assumes generally perfect ; the applause which 
was awarded to her was very deservedly given. 
The little part of Manon, was spiritedly acted 
by Miss Baeddeley: a little more cunning 
might have been thrown into the interview 
with Jean Ruse and it would have been perfect ; 
little Jenny Marsh is deserving of our good 
wishes; she is a clever little creature and 
will some day be equal toher mother; indeed 
the females have the ascendancy, and in many 
respects the amateurs here, are decidedly better 
actors than the Histrionics. 
MITCHELL’S CONCERT ROOM, 
PENTON STREET, ISLINGTON. 

We visited these rooms on Monday last, 
when a Musical and Elocutionary Entertain- 
ment took place; P. H. Hatch, Esq., occupied 
the chair, who upon taking it, prefaced the 
business of the evening by some wholesome 
and appropriate remarks, shewing the advan- 
tages to be derived by the younger. branches 
of society joining such institutions, which we 
fully concur in. Mr. W: Bartlett; who is a 
host in himself, gave the first recitation, “ Im- 
mortality of Genius,” which he delivered in:a 
very efficient manner ; a scene from the play 
of ** Money,” was also given by this gentle- 
man.and Miss K. Harley; this young lady 
has a bad fault in clipping her words short, 
and giving’ an imperfect pronounciation to 
many ; her singing is decidedly better, the 
second ditty she gave was met with an encore. 
“Sweet Barney oh Tool,” was a rich treat, 
and here the Irish accent was very much in 
keeping. The historical character of ‘* Napo- 
leon Buonaparte,” by Bartlett, was given with 
great feeling and propriety. Mr. J. Bland 
recited the “First of January,” with much 
comic humour, and with good effect. Miss 
Holland, who recited the quality of ‘* Mercy,” 
from the ** Merchant of Venice,” proved her- 
self more of an elocutionist than any other 
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member we heard: her pronounciation was 
clear, distinct, and flexible. Mr. Hamilton 
sung the “ Heart Bow’d Down,” very suc- 
cessfully ; the concert room was full of well- 
dressed ladies and gentlemen, and the amuse- 
ments went off with every mark of approbation. 
We could not stop the second part, in conse- 
quence of the lateness of the hour the enter- 
tainment commenced. 
A FEW WORDS ON CRITICS & PARTIZANS. 
The critics in some of the newspapers (which 
shall be nameless) are notoriously biassed in 
favor of certain performers ; and the injustice 
they commit in consequence is so flagrant that 
we may one day be called upon to administer 
wholesome castigation to the delinquents. We 
have not, on the score of personal friendship 
for any author or actor withheld our real con- 
viction on their merits and demerits, and no 
public journal is to be justified for misleading 
its readers in order to puff a mediocre performer 
into temporary notoriety. Let any pseudo 
critic who feels that the cap fits, beware. 
That clever fellow Punch has held up to ridi- 
cule a certain person who writes letters to 
himself and then answers them. Worse 
things than these have been committed by 
hirelings and partizans, and it is time that 
worth and talent should not pine in obscurity 
because they disdain such arts. 








CORRESPONDENCE, 





LavaLer.—Mr. Anderson is the original Huon in 
Sheridan Knowles’ “ Love.” 


InquireR.—Mrs, Marston had of course a more 
lucrative offer, or she would not have left the 
Wells. We consider her a rapidly rising actress, 
and secondly to Mrs. Glover. Inquirer thinks it 
will be difficult to supply her place! We think 
Messrs. G. and P. will find it so, 


EXTRAVAGANCE does not think much of the “ Island 
of Jewels.’’ Perhaps Extravagance is not an 
admirer of superb scenery and brilliant effects. 
Were he, he could not fail to admire. As far as 
the writing of the piece is concerned we have 
little to say in its favor. 


A Sus, Tooley-st.—We dare say the Queen will 
visit Drury Lane in a short time. 


Veritas.—The remarks of the Morning Post on the 
Windsor Castle plays are very correct. They 
ought not to be looked upon as National Perfor- 
mances, but only as private amusements. It is 
ridiculous to suppose they can be of any benefit 
in advancing the drama. 


Hakrequin. — Nelson Lee is the author of the 
opening of the Olympic pantomime. Rodwell 
the Princess’s, and Greenwood, Sadler’s Wells. 








A Sus. — We are sorry to inform our friend that 
Miss Cooper has been very unwell, and not able 
to fill any engagement for many months, 

J. J.—Mr. Abbott formerly of Covent Garden 
whose name was William Abbott, first appeared 
at the Haymarket in 1809, us Freuerick in 
“* Lovers Vows.’’ He died in America in 1843. 

A New Sus.—Yes you can have the volume com- 
plete for 4s. Gd., ask at the publishers. 

H. H.—We never attend to anonymous letters, 
and - sorry fools are to be found to write such 
trash. 

T. J. W.—You had beter get your copy of the 
publisher, or ask the nearest newsman to get it 
you every Thursday. 

W. B. R.—he letter will certainly appear in our 
next, with thanks. 
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THURSDAY, JAN U ARY 24, 1850, 


THE LONDON THEATRES. 
LYCEUM. 
(Continued from Page 13.) 

On the 2nd of April, in the year we have 
already named (1618), Mr. Charles Matthews, 
decidedly at once the most celebrated (and 
also the best) mimic and buffo singer of mo- 
dern times, commenced his famous performan- 
ces, ’yclept ‘At Home,” at this theatre, and 
so great was the success attending this extra- 
ordinary exhibition of talent, that for forty 
nights in the first season, the house was 
crowded to witness the wonderful versatility— 
exquisite humour entirely devoid of coarseness 
and singular facility for telling a good anec- 
dote in a good style, displayed by this extraor- 
dinary man. We have elsewhere remarked 
that Samuel Foote was the first who attempted 
this solus species of entertainment, and that 
he was followed in the same school, but in a 
different style, by the well remembered Chas, 
Dibden; Matthews, however, differed very 
much from his predecessors, both in matter 
and manner, and however great Foote might 
have been, we cannot imagine he could have 
surpassed his gifted successor. The tide of 
public patronage was great and most deservedly 
so, and the singular power possessed by our 
mimic in commanding the attention of crowded 
audiences, for so many snecessive evenings, 
is perfectly unparelled in the history of the 
English stage. It was our intention to have 
given some extracts from the “ Mail Coach 
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Adventures,” but upon consideration we have 
decided not to do so, as probably the produc- 
tion is still well remembered by those who 
witnessed it, while those who did not do so, 
could form no notion of the merit it possessed, 
from metely reading the words uttered. Mon- 
crieff furnished a large portion of the literary 
part of the entertainment: the remainder, 
viz. :—the embodiment of character, the gro- 
tesque yet exquisite humour, the rapid change 
of dress (in some instances truly wonderful), 
and the almost unrivalled comic singing were 
supplied by Mr. Matthews, and for several 
years succeeded in attracting the town to an 
extent almost un-precedented. 

At other periods this establishment has been 
famed for the delivery of ‘* Astronomical Lec- 
tures,” and the names of Walker and Bartley 
figure conspicuously for the ability and dis- 
cernment with which they succeeded in placing 
this fascinating science before the public ina 
manner most likely to be popular. The latter 
named gentleman was the husband of the once 
celebrated actress Miss Smith, the rival and 
‘* fair competitor’ of Mrs. Siddons: this 
lady died the week before last, (January 1850) 
greatly regretted by all who admired talent 
and estimable qualities. Other entertainments 
also were here provided to attract the town 
and mostly of a very varied and miscellaneous 
discription: among them a Highland affair 
entitled the “Gathering of the Clans” deserves 
mention. 

In 1820 the importation of German opera 
to this theatre literally took the town by storm: 
“Der Freischutz”’ was the first produced— 
the house was but in differently attended and the 
audience were evidently uncertain whether to 
be pleased or not :—the ‘‘ Huntsman’s Chorus” 
was the only piece encored, but the subsequent 
success of the opera was so positive and so 
decided, that while it caused the theatre to be 
crammed nightly, it had the still more import- 
ant effect of producing an absolute revolution 
in public taste. “Tarrare”’ and many other 
operas of the same school followed in rapid 
and continued succession. 

In 1832 this theatre was destroyed by fire ; 
the origin of the calamity was not ascertained 
but the demolition of the structure was com- 
plete, not a vestige remaining of the structure 
which had witnessed so many changes—and 
the entertairments presented within which had 
at different periods wrought such strange 
changes in public taste. 

(To be continued.) 





LONDON CLOWNS. 
STILT. 

We look upon Stilt more in the light of a 
posture-master than a regular clown ; he cer- 
tainly goes through the part with a deal of 
spirit, but to the experienced critic—to the 
man who from year to year makes it his busi- 
ness to look beyond the surface, Stilt is cer- 
tainly not what may be called a clown. Most 
of his doings have been at the Wells, but this 
year he has moved a step, higher, and with his 
infant son ‘ does a little tumbling ’’ in “* Good 
Queen Bess.” 

FULLER 
is a very fair clown. The minors have always 
been the field of his exertions. Ten years 
ago he was at the Queen’s, in ‘* Harlequin 
Georgy Porgy,” and also in the following 
years in “ Robinhood and Little John,” and 
‘“* Harlequin Jacky Jingle.” 
Cc. MONTGOMERY 

has often been clown at the Well’s, and we 
think has had a turn at most of the minors, 
besides a step up on one or two cccasions to the 
large houses. There is scarcely sufficient 
breadth about his impersonations for him to 
be considered a great clown, still he generally 
commands a good offer. He was at the 
Well’s in 1843 and at Drury Lane in 1841, 
in ‘‘ Jack Cade; or Duke Humphrey’s Din- 


ner.” 








PROVINCIAL, 





MANCHESTER, 


Cooke’s Cireus Royal.—A grand legendary spec- 
tacle, (from Byron’s celebrated work) entitled 
“‘ Mazeppa,”’ has been produced here on a magnifi- 
cent scale, the parts of Mazeppa and Castellan being 
enacted with great ability by Messrs. Alfred and 
William Cooke. In the course of the piece, the 
juveniles of the establishment are introduced, atter 
which two junior members of the Cooke family, 
(Miss Kate and Master John) entered and danced 
a polka with much ability, and were loudly ap- 
plauded., The greatest attraction in the arena was 
the announcement of Mr. W. Cooke in a great 
treble leaping act through a double ring of daggers, 
&c., and concluding with a daring leap over a 
number of horses. We must certainly say we never 
witnessed such a display of daring skill and activity, 
and the numerous plaudits from a well filled and 
respectable house which followed each bound, told 
unmistakebly the fact announced in the bills, that 
he is the only artiste in Europe in this peculiar 
feat. The fine mare “ Malvina” was introduced 
by Mr. Betts, and put through a variety of per- 
formances, showing the high state of training to 
which these beautiful animals may be brought. 
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The scenes. in the circle which are constantly va- 
ried, are ofa most pleasing and interesting cha- 
racter, and such as to please the most fastidious. 
We believe Mr. Cooke the proprietor has been 
pleased to present to Mr. Barnes the celebrated 
somersault thrower a handsome silver snuff box on 
the occasion of his throwing the unparalled num- 
ber of seventy-eight somersaults at one trial. Mr. 
W. Cooke's benefit takes placeon Monday evening 
next, when a most excellent ‘* bill of fare” will be 
submitted to the public, and as he is one truly de- 
serving of support, we sincerely wish him a bumper: 
Theatre Royal.—The “ Serious Family,” a most 
laughable comedy, (originally produced at the Hay- 
market,) has been performed here during the weck. 
The pantomime continues to attract large houses, 
and is the most successful one ever produced at this 
theatre. Upwards of 51,000 persons have witnessed 
it in twenty seven representations, being on the 
average nearly 1,900 at each representation. 


Queen's Theatre.—A series of benefits have been 
given at this theatre, during the last week, the most 
prominent has been one for the benefit of Mat Ro- 
binson, the celebrated pugilist. The house was full 
in fact almost crammed: it was announced that Jem 
Ward would appear and set to with Mat Robinson, 
but the audience were disappointed, for he did not 
make his appearance ; two substitutes were found 
in the persons of Mr. Pierce of Nottingham, and a 
gentleman of Manchester, (Mr. Mac Minn, if we 
mistake not,) two members of tbe P. R. who gave a 
fair exhibition of their powers. ‘Lhe dramatic por- 
tions of the entertainment, did not give so much 
satisfaction, the dialogue being “ gagged,” and the 
bye-play anything but good. Mr. Miller’s benefit 
was announced, for Monday evening, but owing to 
some disagreeament there wasno performance ; the 
theatre is again closed. 


Weekly Concerts.—The attendance on Monday 
evening was good: the programme contained a 
choice selection of pieces, and the whole were given 
with the usual ability and finish. 


The Casine.—The excellent pantomime at thi’ 
opular place of amusement continues to draw very 
fea audiences, who testify their approbation of 
its excellence in a most unmistakeable manner. 
Many of the tricks and transformations are new and 
original, and the whole performance goes off with an 
ease and finish, which, considering the rescources 
are truly surprising. The clown Mr. H. Fielding 
possesses to a considerable degree, those qualtiies 
indispensible to the profession, viz., activity, and a 
ready wit. In fact he is a second Grimaldi. The 
harlequin and columbine, Mr. Vousden and Madame 
Zitella are both very good dancers, and execute 
some of the most popular dances in a superior 
style. In fact we do not hesitate to pronounce the 
latter one of the best in the town, and whose ser- 
vices the spirited proprietor, anxious to procure the 
best talent, bespoke some eight months ago. The 
company of vocalists attached to the establishment 
embrace some very good voices male and female, at 
the head of which stand Mrs. Emley, who possesses 
a full rich soprano, of considerable compass, with a 
winning modest expression and manner. The pro- 
prietor has lately been making entensive alterations 
and additions for the greater comfort and conveni- 





ence of his patrons. The stage has been lowered 
and widened above 14 feet. The ground floor has 
been taken up, and re-laid with a slight incline the 
whole length of the room, to allow those behind to 
see with greater facility. the promenade also has 
undergone considerable alteration so as to allow in- 
creased accomodation and comfort. When the 
whole is finished, which will involve a very consi- 
derable outlay, the place will hold near three 
thousand persons. We wish the enterprising pro- 
prietor all the success he deserves, and feel con- 
vinced the public will not be wanting with their 
batronage and support. 


colosceum, Bridge Street. —The engagement of 
Mr. Benfold concludes with the present week, but 
fresh attractions will compensate the visitors. In 
addition to Mr. Benfold, Signor Correlli and his 
infant sons have been performing every evening. 
Next week the Laurie family, who appered at our 
Theatre Royal a couple of years Lack, will make 
their debut in their classical entertainments. 


SouTHamrton. — Messrs. Poole and Wharton 
appear to succeed extremely well, the house being 
fully and fashionably attended nightly. Mr. G. 
Owen has appeared with much success: he acted 
Sir Giles Overreuch last week, with signal approba- 
tion: the proceeds of that evening were devoted to 
the benefit of the widow of our late manager, Mr. 
W. Parker. 

Wymonpuam.—Mr. J Douglass has opened our 
th@atre, and really conducts it with much spirit and 
very fair success. Egeiton Wilks’s drama of “ Ben 
the Boatswain,’’ has drawn very good houses. 

Lerps.—Princess’s.—“ Virginius,” the “ Mys- 
teries of?Paris,” the “ Man in the Iron Mask,” and 
the “ Honeymoon,’’ have been acted since our 
last to excellent houses. Mr. ard Mrs, Charles 
Dillon finish their engagement here this week, and 
are to be succeeded by the Misses Lebatt, Mr. 
Thorne deserves great praise for his determined 
efforts to attract the public and please the taste of 
the playgoing vicinity. 

Liverroor.—The Royal Amphitheatre. — The 
dramatic season at this spacious theatre commenced 
on Monday night, January 14th, the equestrian 
entertainments being for the present retained. In 
order to render the numerous troop under the com- 
mand of Pablo Fanque as extensively available as 
possible, a new grand eastern spectacle entitled the 
‘* Arab Steed, or the Pearl of the Euphrates,’’ was 
produced. It is one of those gorgeous dramatic 
romances, in which splendour of costume, the pomp 
and jewelled grandeur of eastern magnificence, and 
the charms of music combine, with the’ proceession 
of horse and foot, beautiful scenery, and. all the 
available resources of stage effect to produce illu- 
sions at once exciting to the fancy, and captivating 
to the imagination. The ae dresses and ap- 
pointments are of the most splendid description, 
and the piece possesses more interest than is usual 
in*dramas of this class. The mare Beda, a very 
principal performer in the piece, was very perfect 
in her part, and exhibited wonderful docility and 
sagacity in its performance; the scenes in the circle 
were of a Very exciting and pleasing character. We 
learn that the stay of Pablo Fanque’s talented com 
pany will not extend beyond a week or two. 
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LiverPoot.— Adelphi Theatre, Christian Street.— 
This most popular place of amusement has been, 
within a very short time, completely remodelled, 
improved, and decorated. The boxes have been 
divided into dress and side boxes, and the pit has 
been enclosed under them round the pillars (forming 
a promenade), with the seats divided through the 
centre of the circle, and so backed that warmth, 
comfort, and convenience are combined. The whole 
of the interior has been tastefully renovated and 
beautified: the house is well warmed by heaters of a 
new and improved construction. The ceiling is en- 
circled by beautiful paintings in distemper, with, as 
a centre piece, the “Three Graces,’ and at each 
cardinal point of the circle, groups of figures emble- 
matic of histrionic art. The fronts of the boxes are 
decorated in compartments in the Louis XIV. style 
with centre pieces of flowers, upon a black velvet 
ground, resembling the finest tapestry or needle 
work; the procenium is highly ornamented with 
fret-work in arabesque, and appropriate devises in 
bold effective colouring, surmounted over the arch, 
by a portrait of Shakspere, and over that the royal 
arms, beautifully emblazoned ; some great improve- 
and novelties have been introduced in the scenery 
and machinery. The painting has been executed 
by Mr. Battie, the mechanical department by Mr. 
— and the splendid new gas apparatus by Mr: 

all, 


ed 
THE SMITHFIELD NUISANCE, 


Our readers we trust will pardon the trespass, 
but another most dangerous accident took place 
yesterday, owing to this abominable nuisance. 
At about 2 o’clock, the inhabitants of Alders- 
gate were thrown into a state of utmost con- 
fusion in consequence of an infuriated bullock 
passing down the street, on its way to Smith- 
field. The animal seemed desirous of impres- 
sing on the tradespeople and passengers that 
an individual of no ordinary importance was 
visiting them. After butting at a few harm- 
less and disinterested spectators, without oc- 
casioning any material inconvenience, except 
creating a sensation of terror, he made a de- 
cidedly hostile approach towards a poor woman, 
who had just come up from the country to see 
her daughter—no doubt big with the expecta- 
tion of witnessing some of the wonders of the 
great metropolis. Unfortunately for her, her 
first adventure was of a rather serious nature. 
She was knocked down, her head was bruised, 
and she was forcibly and unceremoniously 
thrust into a shop, to the surprise of a party 
who had just saf down to partake of a comfort- 
able repast. The bullock, conidering it had 
done sufficient in this quarter, took it into his 
head to effect an entrance into a peppermint 
shop, a few doors off, breaking ten squares of 
glass. With difficulty the animal was got out 


of the shop, and, pursued by some hundreds 
of boys and drovers, was at length secured in 
the classic regions of Charterhouse-square. 








POETRY. 





LOVE, 
BY WILLIAM COLEMAN. 


Long time within my torpid breast, 
The spark of love had lain; 

No form, though fair, could spoil my rest, 
No eye my bosom pain. 

I often flirted with the fair, 
In bow’r or shady grove ; 

In vain young Cupid spread his snare,— 
I never thought of love ! 

His darts they ever miss’d their mark, 
*Till lovely “ Emma’? came ; 

And soon the little latent spark 
Was fann’d into a flame. 


I gaz’d, enraptur’d, on each charm, 
That could new joys impart; 

And yet, ‘twas not her faultless form, 
That rob’d me of my heart. 

’Twas not that I admir’d her face, 
Tho’ fairest of her kind ; 

But for some secret, nameless grace, 
Proceeding from the mind ! 








TO A LADY. 


Sunny locks of brightest huc, 
Once around my temples grew,— 
Laugh not lady, for ’tis.true ; 
Laugh not, lady, for with thee 
Time may deal spitefully ; 
Time, if long may lead thee here, 
May subdue that mirthful cheer ; 
Round those laughing lips and eyes, 
Time may write sad histories ; 
Deep indent that even brow, 
Change those locks, so sunny now, 
To as dark and dull a shade, 
As on mind his touch has laid. 

F. H. 





A NEW DODGE. 


My friend the foreigner, called on me to bid me 
farewell before he quitted town, and, on his depar- 
ture, he said, ‘I am going at the country.” I 
ventured to correct his phraseology, by saying that 
we were accustomed to say “‘ going into the coun- 
try.” He thanked me for this correction, and tha 
he had profited by my lesson, and added ‘I will 
knock into your door on my return.” 
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OUR CHATTER-BOX. 


At what theatre in the metropolis are there the 
most Kings to be seen? Do yougive it up? Why, 
at the P-incess’s, because there you may see ‘* King 
Charles,” and ‘ King Jamie” every eveninz. 

We understand it is the intention of her Majesty 
to honour Drury Lane Theatre with a visit. 

Miss Helen Faucit is engaged at Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, and will perform there after having ap- 
peared at Shetlield in some of her favourite cha- 
racters. 

Madame Sontag, we are happy to say, has reco- 
vered from the effects of the snowdift, and sang at 
Leamington on Monday last toa fashionable and 
crowded audience. She leaves London for Brussels. 

We are informed that the celebrated cantatrice 
Jenny Lind will visit London during the ensuing 
season, and will give a series of concerts on her own 
account, and that she has entered iuto an engage- 
ment with Benedict to conduct them. 

Mr. Sullivan has a new comedy, which will be 
produced at Drury Lene. a 

Messrs. Brough, the authors of the “ Ninth 
Statue’ and “ Frankenstein,’”’ are at work upon a 
piece of more serious and sterling character, for 
cither the Haymarket or Adelphi Theatres. 

Mr. Alfred Ormonde, the comic lecturer and 
mimic has been giving entertainments at York, Sun- 
derland, Newcastle, and Durham, descriptive of his 
trip to India in 1844. In each of the above towns 
he has attracted large audiences. 

Mr. Macready has been performing at Bath and 
Bristol to good houses. 

Mr. Buckstone’s farce the “ Christening,’’ will be 
revived at the Haymarket, on the first of next month 
also, the ‘ Maid of Croissey,’’ it being the night 
appointed to Mr. Archer for his benefit. 


It happened that one of Dean Swift's servants was 
going to a ball; the day came, and the servant was 
dressed and ready. So away she went to the ball. 
The dean determined to play a trick on her, and 
then sent a messenger to bring her back, for he had 
something of importance to communicate to her. So 
out comes the servant, and away up to the dean’s 
apartment, and asked what he wanted. ‘ Oh” says 
he, ‘‘ it was nothing particular, but to shut the 
door.” 

Smart Worx.—A man down in Lynn, Massa- 
chussets, it is said, made so many pairs of shoes in 
one day, that it took two days to count them. He 
was a smart one, but not equal to the one up in 
New Hampshire, who buit so many miles of stone- 
wall in one day, that it took him all that night and 
the next day to get home. 

Miss Kelly was one day standing in the street 
enjoying the vagaries of Punch with the rest of the 
crowd, when the showman came up and solicited a 
contribution. She was not very ready in answering 
the demand, when the fellow taking care to make 
her understand that he knew who she was, exclaimed 
‘*ah! its all over with the drama, if we do’nt en- 
courage one another !” 

A Mistaken Vocation.—After Mirabeau had 
concluded his celebrated speech on the National 
Bankruptcy Bill, Mole, the famous actor, went up 











to him and exclaimed ‘* Ah! Monsieur le Comte, 
what a speech; and with what an accent did you 
deliver it! You have surely missed your voca- 
tion !”” 








ADVERTISEMENTS, 





ARIA MANNING, Geerge Manning, Bloom- 
N field Rush, taken from life during their 
trials.—A cast in plaster of Mr. O'Connor, with a 
plan of the kitchen where he was murdered. Models 
of Stanfield-hall and Potash- farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S EXHIBITION BAZAAR, Baker- 
Street, Portman-square.—Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten.—Admittance, Is. ; 
small room, 6d. extra. 





RGYLL SUBSCRIPTION ROOMS, Great 

Windmill Street, St. James’s.—Musical direc- 
tor and conductor of the band, Mr. Laurent, jun.— 
This dancing academy, for the tuition and practice 
of dancing is NOW OPEN, and will continue 
ope: for the whole of the season. Teaching, daily, 
from eleven until four o’clock, by frofessors Calkin, 
Franconi, and Moxey, &c. For termsof Private 
tuition, apply at the office. Terms of Subscription 
for morning and evening practice (the same not 
transferable) —Six months, £5. 5s.: one month, 
£1. 1s.; one evening, 1s.—The dancing academy 
will open at a quarter to eight o’clock, practice to 
commence at half-past eight, and terminate at half. 
past eleven precisely, 





ASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn.— 

licensed pursuant to act of parliament. — ‘The 
new Christmas quadrille, ‘*The Oak and Ivy,” 
encored thrice nightly. The excellent band con- 
ducted by Mr. Packer will perform nightly the 
choicest compositions of the most celebrated authors 
and a variety of original polkas, schottisches, &c., 
composed expressly for this establishment. — 
M. C’s., Messrs, Jarvis and assistants.—Open at 
half-past seven, and close at twelve—Admission 1s. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months....One Shilling. 
Six Months .. .. Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months .. Four Shillings. 
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